
IELTS LISTENING PART 4

Introduction & Master Guide
A complete 15-step strategy for mastering the academic monologue
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What is Part 4? Today's Learning Objectives
Academic talk by one speaker 56 mins)

Topic: General educational or academic subject

Focus: Main ideas, key details & specific examples

Format differences: Part 3 vs Part 4

Academic topics & question types

Tracking long lectures & avoiding traps



01 · EXAM OVERVIEW

Where Is Part 4 in the IELTS Test?
Understanding the structure and positioning of the final section
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Part Audio Format Questions

Part 1 Everyday conversation 2 people) 10

Part 2 Social / general monologue 1 person) 10

Part 3 Academic discussion 24 people) 10

Part 4 Academic lecture / monologue 1 person) 10

* Total Test: 40 questions 30 minutes listening + transfer time)

Questions 31 to 40
Part 4 contains the final ten questions of the listening test. It is designed to test 

your ability to follow an extended academic presentation.

CRITICAL IELTS RULE

You hear the recording ONE TIME ONLY. There are no repetitions or 
second chances.



02 · FORMAT COMPARISON

How Is Part 4 Different from Part 3?
Key structural differences between the two academic listening sections
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Feature Part 3 Part 4

Speakers 2 to 4 people Students & Tutor) 1 Speaker only Lecturer / Expert)

Audio Format Interactive discussion / debate Continuous monologue / lecture

Mid-section Pause? YES Pause after Q35 NO PAUSE Q31 to Q40 continuously)

Context Coursework & tutorial planning University-level research presentation

Why Is Part 4 Harder?
The monologue is uninterrupted, language is strictly formal academic English, 
and speaker pace is steady without back-and-forth prompts.

Strategic Imperative
You MUST preview all 10 questions Q31Q40 during the preparation time at 
the beginning.



03 · THE SPEAKER

Who Is Speaking & What Do They Do?
Understanding speaker roles and speech functions in academic presentations
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University Lecturer
Delivering an introductory talk or topic overview to 

university students.

Academic Researcher
Presenting new findings, fieldwork results, or study 

methodologies.

Subject Specialist
Explaining a specific phenomenon, historical trend, or 

technology.

Common Speech Functions GOLDEN FOCUS QUESTION

"What is the speaker talking about right NOW?"
Topics shift logically. Focus on main ideas and main transitions rather than trying to 
understand every single word.

• Explaining a theory • Describing a process

• Comparing two things • Outlining reasons & effects

• Giving practical examples • Making future predictions



04 · ACADEMIC TOPICS

Common Part 4 Lecture Subjects
All topics are general academic subjects — no prior technical knowledge required
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Science & Nature
Environment, animal biology, habitats, 

climate

History & Design
Ancient history, architecture, 

inventions

Business & Society
Workplace psychology, management, 

sociology

Health & Mind
Sleep patterns, human behavior, 

nutrition

Technology
Engineering, new discoveries, 

innovation

TYPICAL LECTURE INTRODUCTION

"Today, we are going to look at how urban infrastructure in coastal cities 
has adapted over the last century..."

Reassurance for Test Takers
You do NOT need specialist background knowledge. Every single answer is stated 
directly or indirectly within the recording itself.



05 · QUESTION TYPES

Part 4 Question Formats
Note completion dominates, but other task types can appear
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Essential Pre-Listening Analysis
Before the audio begins, always ask yourself: "What type of word goes in this gap?" (e.g., number, date, singular noun, plural noun, adjective).

Note / Summary Completion
Filling in missing words in structured lecture outline notes. Headers organize 

the content logically.

Sentence Completion: Filling gaps in stand-alone sentences.

Multiple Choice: Choosing A, B, or C (rare in Part 4.

Matching Tasks: Categorizing features or findings.

Flowchart / Diagram Labelling: Tracking a process.



06 · TASK FOCUS

Note Completion: How It Works & Strict Rules
Mastering the standard Part 4 question layout
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SAMPLE NOTE COMPLETION FORMAT

Urban Tree Planting Initiative

Background & Aims
 • Project started in response to high levels of 31  
 • Primary goal: reduce urban heat island effect.

Key Findings
 • Most successful species required minimal 32  

Non-Negotiable Rules

SPELLING WARNING
Incorrect spelling = 0 marks! Always double-check standard UK/US English spelling.

Check Word Limit: e.g., "ONE WORD ONLY" or "NO MORE THAN 
TWO WORDS".

Copy Exact Words: Do not alter word forms or tense.

Grammar Fit: The filled sentence must be grammatically correct.



07 · LECTURE STRUCTURE

Following the Academic Lecture Structure
Use section headings on the question paper as your visual map
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01
Introduction
Topic definition & main thesis 
statement.

02
Main Point 1
First core argument or historical 
background.

03
Main Point 2
Secondary finding, cause, or 
theory.

04
Examples
Case studies, data, or practical 
application.

05
Conclusion
Future outlook & final summary 
takeaway.

Section Headings Are Your Anchor
Section headings on your question paper match the speaker's outline. When the 
speaker moves to a new heading topic, you know immediately which questions to 
look at.

What If You Lose Your Place?
Scan down to the next main section heading on the paper. Listen for key vocabulary 
related to that next topic to re-anchor yourself.



08 · LISTENING SKILLS

Signpost Words: Verbal Roadmaps
Transitions and signals that indicate where the talk is going
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Pro Strategy Tip
When you hear a signpost word, pay immediate, sharp attention — it signals that the speaker is moving to a new key detail or question answer!

STARTING / INTRO MOVING TO NEW POINT EXAMPLES & RESULTS CONCLUDING

• "Today I'm going to talk about..."
• "Let's begin with..."
• "First of all..."

• "Turning now to..."
• "Next, let me turn to..."
• "Another key aspect is..."

• "For instance / For example..."
• "A clear illustration of this is..."
• "As a result / Therefore..."

• "To sum up..."
• "In conclusion..."
• "Finally, we must note..."



09 · PREDICTION STRATEGY

Predicting Missing Information
Analyze context around gaps to anticipate answer types
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Target Checklist Questions

* Prediction builds focused listening target mental filters — it narrows down what to listen 
for!

EXAMPLE 1
"The study lasted for ______."

Predict: Period of time (e.g., three years, six months, 2 decades)

EXAMPLE 2
"Researchers collected ______ from local residents."

Predict: Plural or uncountable noun (e.g., samples, data, feedback)

EXAMPLE 3
"The species primarily lives in ______."

Predict: Location / habitat noun (e.g., caves, rainforests, wetlands)

Is it a Number / Date / Measurement?

Is it a Proper Name / Location?

Is it a Singular or Plural Noun?

Is it an Adjective / Describing Word?

Is it an Action Verb?



10 · VOCABULARY

Synonyms & Paraphrasing
The recording rarely uses the exact words written on your question paper
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Question Paper Text What You Hear in the Recording

causes damage to harms / destroys / impacts negatively

increased quickly grew rapidly / rose fast / escalated

important factor key element / significant reason / crucial component

mainly used for primary purpose is / used predominantly to

problem / difficulty issue / challenge / obstacle / setback

Core Rule: Listen for Meaning, Not Sound Match
If you wait to hear the exact words written on the exam paper, you will miss the answer. Train your ears to listen for matching ideas and concepts.



11 · TRAPS & DISTRACTORS

Handling Distractors & Corrections
Recognizing when speakers correct or modify information
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TYPICAL IELTS AUDIO TRAP

"The project was originally planned to launch in June, but due to severe supply delays, it finally got underway in September."

 Initial Mention: June Distactor)  Final Answer: September

Takeaway: Never write the very first piece of information you hear without listening to the complete clause!

Signals a direct contrast or change coming. Signals a self-correction or true fact. Shows an alternative option was selected. Confirms final outcome or decision.



12 · ACCURACY

Specific Details: Numbers, Names & Spelling
Precision is essential for securing marks in technical notes
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What If You Hear an Unfamiliar Academic Word?
Stay calm. Write down phonetically what you hear based on English spelling rules. Do not panic or give up listening.

Number Traps
Be careful with '-teen' vs '-ty' pronunciation:

Similar Letters
Listen closely during spelled proper names:

Homophones
Ensure grammatical context fit:



13 · ERROR PREVENTION

Common Mistakes & How to Fix Them
Overcoming typical test-taker pitfalls in Part 4

 Common Student Mistake  Pro Fix Strategy

Trying to understand every single word. Focus strictly on key question keywords and main ideas.

Missing one answer and stopping to think. Move on immediately! The next answer is already playing.

Waiting to hear the exact words from the question. Listen for synonyms and paraphrased meanings.

Losing place in the extended talk. Use section headings & signpost words as navigation markers.

Choosing the first piece of information mentioned. Listen for change words (e.g., however, actually).

Leaving blank spaces on the answer sheet. Always guess! There is no negative marking in IELTS.
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14 · ACTION PLAN

Complete Part 4 Strategy: Step-by-Step
Your step-by-step framework for test day execution
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"Your goal: You do not need to understand every word. Follow the speaker's ideas and capture the specific answers the questions demand."

PHASE 1 BEFORE AUDIO PHASE 2 DURING AUDIO PHASE 3 AFTER AUDIO

Read all 10 questions Q31Q40.

Read main section headings.

Underline key nouns & verbs.

Check word limits carefully.

Predict required word types.

Listen for signpost transitions.

Look at current AND next question.

Focus on paraphrases & synonyms.

Watch out for distractors / change words.

Move on instantly if you miss one.

Check spelling accuracy.

Check singular vs. plural forms.

Verify word count limits.

Fill every blank (never leave empty).


