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Visual Analysis
Graphs, Charts, Tables, Processes & 

Maps

20 Minutes
150 Words Minimum 

Requirement

Objective Style
Data Selection & Comparison 

Strategy



01 · EXAM OVERVIEW

What is IELTS Academic Writing Task 1?
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Key Message: Your job is to communicate the most important information clearly—not to describe every single data point on the page!

Essential Test Requirements Core Purpose & Tone
You are presented with visual information (data, process, or map).

You must describe, summarize, or explain the information in your 

own words.

Minimum word count: 150 words (no upper limit).

Recommended time: 20 minutes (out of 60 mins total).

Weighting: Contributes 1/3 to your overall Writing score.

Strictly Objective: Report only what is shown—no personal 

opinions.

Academic Tone: Neutral, formal prose with clear organization.

Selective Focus: Highlight key trends rather than listing every 

number.

Accuracy Matters: Misinterpreting data directly lowers Task 

Achievement.
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02 · VISUAL TYPES

The Four Categories of Visual Data
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Note: Tasks can feature a single visual or a combined graphic (e.g., a pie chart paired with a line graph).

Dynamic Trends

Line graphs & Bar charts showing 

change over time (years, months, 

decades).

Static Comparison

Pie charts & Tables comparing 

proportions or categories at a 

single point in time.

Process / Diagram

Natural cycles, manufacturing 

workflows, or how an 

object/device functions.

Spatial Maps

Geographical plans illustrating 

urban development, expansion, or 

relocation over time.



03 · RESPONSE STRUCTURE

The Proven 4-Paragraph Structure
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Flexibility: While 4 paragraphs work for 90% of tasks, adapt logically for processes or dual charts.

Introduction
Paraphrase the prompt in 12 

sentences using synonyms and 

rephrased structures.

Overview
Summarize 23 overall trends, key 

features, or major contrasts. No 

specific figures here!

Body Paragraph 1
Report specific data points, 

highest/lowest numbers, and major 

comparisons for Group 1.

Body Paragraph 2
Report secondary trends, remaining 

categories, or subsequent steps for 

Group 2.



04 · BAND 6.5 CRITICAL REQUIREMENT

The "Golden Rule" of the Overview
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The Phone Test: Imagine describing the visual to a friend over the phone in 15 seconds. What 2 key facts would you mention?

What is a High-Band Overview? Examiner Scoring Penalty
Without a clear overview, you CANNOT score higher than Band 5.0 

in Task Achievement!

An overview proves to the examiner that you understand the big picture and 

can synthesize visual information efficiently.

A clear summary of the overall picture of the visual.

Identifies general trajectories (e.g., overall increase/decrease).

Highlights main contrasts or dominant categories.

Must be written without quoting specific numbers or dates.

•
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•
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05 · VOCABULARY BUILDING

Precision Language for Trends & Movement
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Grammar Variety: Combine Verb + Adverb (rose sharply) and Adjective + Noun (a sharp rise) for higher Grammatical Range.

Verbs of Movement Adverbs of Degree & Speed
DRAMATIC / RAPID

GRADUAL / MODERATE



06 · VOCABULARY BUILDING

Language for Comparison & Figures
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Accuracy Rule: Accurate simple language is always better than sophisticated inaccurate language!

Comparative Structures Reporting Proportions & Figures
"Significantly higher than..." / "In stark contrast to..."

"Twice as many as..." / "Three times higher than..."

"The vast majority of..." / "A negligible share..."

"Whereas X increased, Y experienced a steep decline."

49% → "Almost half" / "Just under 50%"

75% → "Three-quarters"

32% → "Approximately one-third"

20  40 → "Doubled in volume"
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07 · DATA ANALYSIS STRATEGY

Deconstructing the Prompt & Visual
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Strategy Framework: Always apply four steps: Select key features → Report accurately → Summarize overview → Compare data.

1. WHAT?
Identify the main subject, variables, and units of 

measurement.
e.g., Electricity consumption in Megawatts; 

Population in millions.

2. WHERE?
Check geographic locations, countries, or 

specific facilities.
e.g., Comparing four European countries: UK, 

France, Italy, and Spain.

3. WHEN?
Determine the timeframe to select your primary 

grammar tenses.
e.g., 19802010 Past tenses); 2035 projections 

Future structures).



08 · DATA SELECTION

Selecting & Grouping Data Effectively
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Rule of Thumb: If a visual has 12 categories, group them into 23 meaningful clusters rather than writing 12 sentences.

The "Data Dump" Pitfall
Trying to describe every single bar, point, or category on a crowded chart.

High-Band Grouping Strategy
Combine related categories into logical thematic body paragraphs.

Creates a disorganized list of numbers.

Prevents clear high-level comparisons.

Lowers Coherence & Cohesion scores.

Group by highest vs. lowest categories.

Group by upward vs. downward trends.

Group by similar patterns or anomalies.
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09 · GRAMMAR ACCURACY

Correct Tense Selection & Fact Control
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Forbidden: Do NOT invent reasons or speculations for data changes (e.g., "sales fell due to the economy"). Stick strictly to given facts!

Past Tenses
Dates in the past (e.g. 19952010

Use Simple Past ("sales rose") and Past Perfect for 

prior events ("had doubled by 2005").

Present Tenses
Processes or timeless facts

Use Present Simple ("the water enters the valve") or 

Present Perfect for recent changes without dates.

Future / Projections
Future projections (e.g. 2030

Use modal phrases: "is projected to rise", "is 

predicted to reach", "is expected to plummet".



10 · SPECIAL TASK TYPE

Describing Process Diagrams
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Key Insight: Unlike data charts, process diagrams require describing every stage in sequential order!

Core Principles & Grammar Sequencing Connectors
Passive Voice is Essential: Focus on the action rather than the 

actor (e.g., "The tea leaves are picked and dried").

Overview Requirement: State the total number of stages and 

where the process starts and finishes.

Linear vs. Cyclic: Identify if it's a natural cycle or a man-made 

manufacturing process.

Initial Stage: "First of all," "To begin with," "The initial stage 

involves..."

Intermediate Stages: "Subsequently," "Following this," 

"Simultaneously," "After being filtered..."

Final Stage: "Finally," "In the ultimate step," "The process 

culminates in..."
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11 · SPECIAL TASK TYPE

Describing Map Comparisons
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Map Strategy: Compare features between the two periods rather than describing Map A completely and then Map B separately.

Spatial & Directional Language Development & Change Verbs
Compass Directions: "In the north-east corner," "To the south of 

the river."

Relative Position: "Situated adjacent to," "Located parallel to," 

"Positioned opposite."

Overview Focus: Summarize overall transformation (e.g., 

urbanized, modernized, industrial to residential).

Addition: Constructed, erected, introduced, built.

Removal: Demolished, knocked down, cleared, removed.

Transformation: Replaced by, converted into, transformed into.

Expansion: Expanded, enlarged, extended.
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12 · ERROR PREVENTION

Avoiding Common Academic Pitfalls
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Note: Responses must be written in full connected prose, never use bullet points, tables, or numbered lists in your final text!

Giving Personal Opinions

Never explain why you think data 

changed. Remain strictly descriptive 

and objective.

Essay Conclusions

Do not write a Task 2 style opinion 

conclusion. An Overview paragraph 

is all that is required.

Copying Prompt Wording

Words copied directly from the 

question prompt are deducted from 

your total word count.

Under-length Writing

Writing fewer than 150 words results 

in a heavy penalty in Task 

Achievement.



13 · EXAM TIMING

The 20-Minute Exam Execution Protocol
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Time Management Warning: Task 2 contributes TWICE as much to your final grade. Never let Task 1 exceed 20 minutes!

Analyse
Read prompt, identify What, Where, 

When, units, and key features to 

group.

Plan
Draft your Overview statement and 

decide paragraph groupings for body 

data.

Write
Write introduction paraphrase, 

overview, and 2 body paragraphs with 

exact figures.

Check
Verify 150+ words, data accuracy, 

tenses, spelling, and paragraph logical 

flow.
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Questions & Answers: Take time to review your strategy before moving on to individual task deep-dives!

Structure & Content Checklist Language & Execution Checklist
[ ] Did I paraphrase the prompt in Paragraph 1?

[ ] Is there a clear, prominent Overview paragraph?

[ ] Did I select key features instead of listing all numbers?

[ ] Are figures and data points reported accurately?

[ ] Is my tone strictly objective without personal opinions?

[ ] Did I select appropriate tenses Past/Present/Future)?

[ ] Have I used a mix of verb/noun trend structures?

[ ] Did I use passive voice for processes / spatial terms for maps?

[ ] Is my word count at least 150 words?

[ ] Did I complete the task in 20 minutes?
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